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While the conference is deferred our collections ensure the voices of those researching 
Asia and the Pacific speak to the world!  Happy Asia Pacific Week!

SIS News
 
SIS Staff meeting
Put in your diaries:
Thursday 16 July 9.30-11 am
By Zoom
 
COVID 19
 
An update on developments and issues 
during this time to help us all work across 
the campus while operation in the time of 
COVID 19 continues to occur.
 
Library use
 
You might be interested to see that the students 
are continuing to use our libraries – and are 
grateful they are open!
 
You may have heard the regular announcements 
regarding appropriate behaviours during this 
period (social distancing, what to do it you are 
unwell – stay home, and hygiene). In addition 
there are hourly walk throughs by library staff 
and hourly walk throughs by security staff in 
Chifley and Hancock and walkthroughs in other 
libraries as appropriate.
 
Good advice has been provided to our clients by 
many  staff – thanks to everyone for your 
patience. We have a couple of different scripts 
that can be used. There is the very rare 
challenge to that advice. Just a tip – there is no 
ACT legislation that excludes those who live in 
the same household from social distancing. If 
anyone challenges that feel free to refer them to 
me – I have a set of words to provide advice to 
those individuals who would like to take it further.
 
JB Chifley library visitors 
compared to last year
 
Use of the JB Chifley Library for the first 2 weeks 
in June:

 

2020 
TOTAL per 
day

2019 
TOTAL per 
day

Tues 1763 2583
Wed 2001 2941
Thur 1706 2348
Fri & 
weekend 7465 10613
Mon 
(Public 
holiday 
2020 & 
2019) 1111 1439
Tues 1111 1439
Wed 2204 2844
Thur 2087 2337
Fri 2372 5739

 
Working from home. Almost one in five 
divisional staff are working under a working from 
home arrangement at present. Thanks to 
everyone for your patience with the forms and 
the calcifications that have been required to work 
through this process. We are trying to process all 
applications as promptly as possible.
 
 
Our financial challenges. It has been 
another week of enormous work on our financial 
repositioning at the university. I have had to 
continue to work through every single 
expenditure for this year and last to predict 
where we will spend for the rest of this year (over 
3000 lines). I am very grateful to all those who 
have assisted, particularly Heather Jenks.
 
Our approach in terms of savings has been to 
evaluate the areas of work done by the division 
and use including 3 years of data on what has 
been happening in terms of demand. We have 
consulted as far as possible. I know all the senior 
managers have been working with their teams 
intensely on this matter.  Every saving will mean 
that we have to change a service and I have said 
consistently that we run an extremely lean 
operation and any reduction in funding will mean 
a reduction in services. We are trying to find a 
pathway that is based on meeting as best as 
possible the needs of the university to the extent 
that resources will allow. I know that the 
discussions are about identifying how we can 
reshape our services and what changes will need 
to be proposed to meet the financial 
environment. The process is very complex and 
our proposals will go through the Chief Operating 
Officers portfolio proposals.  So a lot of 
complexities and many many hours of review 
with great assistance from staff across the 
Division.
 
Research shows virus undetectable 
on five highly circulated library 
materials after three days. The 
Reopening Archives, Libraries, and Museums 
(REALM) project has announced the first phase 
of a project to develop and disseminate science-
based information about how materials can be 
handled to mitigate exposure to staff and visitors, 
scientists have found that the virus SARS-CoV-2 
that causes COVID-19 is not detectable on five 
common library materials after three days. This 
phase of the research is focusing on commonly 
found and frequently handled materials, 
especially in US public libraries.
.>> read more
 
Covid-19 and the Future of the 
Academic Library. If you missed this 
Research Information webinar (it started at 
midnight Canberra time) you can now hear it 
online and see the presentations. US and 
European speakers talked about a range of 
issues to address in rethinking libraries and 
publishing.
.>> read more
 
 
Feedback on the Law Library
On behalf of the Law School, I want to extend 
our sincere thanks to the staff of the Law Library 
for all their wonderful work for us over the course 
of Semester 1. Our librarians played an important 
role in our being able to teach our courses online 
effectively under very difficult conditions. We are 
grateful for their continued assistance in 
Semester 2.
 
Technology Enhanced Learning 
Reference Group. Heather Jenks has joined 
this group representing the library. The Teaching 
and Learning Development Committee agreed to 
adding the library the the membership of this, a 
subcommittee of TLDC, at their last meeting.
 
Library chat bot. Thanks to everyone who 
has contributed to this project. The SIG have, 
with assistance from SIS Communication’s and 
branch staff, developed a chat bot to help our 
clients. Do have a look and let us know what you 
think!
 
Portfolio WHS Committee for Admin 
Divisions. Heather Jenks has been 
nominated to be the SIS representative, with 
Margaret Prescott to be the Deputy. They are 
doing amazing work on WHS reporting.
 
Copyright

•  Blind South Africa Blind SA has 
instituted legal proceedings in the 
Constitutional Court against President 
Ramaphosa in May 2020 to compel him 
to perform his duties in terms of Section 
79 of the Constitution of South Africa 
vis-à-vis the Copyright Amendment Bill 
(CAB). The CAB had been with the 
President since March 28th 2019. Late 
last week Blind SA was informed by the 
State Attorney that the President had 
now decided to refer the CAB to 
Parliament on the grounds of certain 
specific constitutional reasons.

•  ACCC concepts paper seeking views 
on each of the issues to be covered in a 
mandatory code to address bargaining 
power imbalances between Australian 
news media business and each of 
Google and Facebook

•  US Copyright Office released a report 
assessing the continued 
effectiveness of the DMCA safe 
harbor

•  The estate of Richard Adams, the 
author of Watership Down, has won 
back all rights to the classic novel from 
the director of the 1978 movie

 
Michael Saclier. The Hon Dr Andrew Leigh 
recognised Michael’s life and contribution in a 
speech in Parliament this month. Michael made a 
great contribution to the university and history as 
University Archivist.
 
CAUL.

•  Farewell to Harry Rolfe
•  Strategic themes for 2020  are out – 

they are
   o    Advancing Open Scholarship
   o    Enabling a Modern Curriculum
   o    Respecting Indigenous Knowledge
   o    Inspiring Sustainability
 
Senate committee enquiry into 
COVID 19.
ALIA, APLA and CAUL have made a joint 
response to the Australian Government Senate 
Inquiry into COVID-19. The responses point out 
a number of issues for libraries arising from the 
Australian Government’s response to COVID-19. 
The Government’s focus on public libraries led to 
a confusion of messaging for other types of 
libraries and the categorisation of libraries as 
none essential services dismissed the essential 
role that libraries have played throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The Government's 
response also lacked support for library workers 
and provided no assistance for the provision of 
high cost essential electronic information 
resources like ebooks which were the only 
contact-free materials many libraries could 
provide.
 
New Trove design launched. The new 
Trove site is officially launched today offering a 
dynamic site, rich with collection features, 
embedded contextual information and articles ; a 
First Australians focus, with cultural safety 
features built in throughout Trove, easier 
searching for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and languages, and a section of 
the site which will be Indigenous-managed and 
improved search features.
 
Roxanne Missingham
University Librarian
 

 
Events
 

ALIA Chats 'after work drinks', 
virtually...
Grab whatever beverage you'd like at 5pm and 
join some ALIA staff and other ALIA Members 
from across Australia for a casual chat. Share 
what you've been up to at work, or at home. Ask 
for advice, or check in with your peers about how 
everyone is approaching library and information 
provision during the COVID-19 pandemic.
 
And how are you going personally? Anything 
you've found that has helped you or your family 
during this time? What's making it easier for you? 
Maybe you're feeling philosophical about the 
changes this time will bring to information 
services in the long term - what's your 
prediction?
 
Time: every Friday 5pm AEST for at least 40 
minutes - sometimes we add several extra 
sessions to account for people's availability, and 
a 7pm AEST session for our WA friends.
 
LINK: A Zoom link is emailed each Thursday to 
ALIA Members. Let me know it you’d like the link 
– we are corporate members.
 
 
SIS Staff meeting
Put in your diaries:
Thursday 16 July 9.30-11 am
By Zoom
 
IFLA ARL Webinar series: 
Academic Library Services during 
COVID 19When? 22 July 2020
Where?  Online
During the first half of 2020, academic 
libraries across the world have been 
addressing unprecedented challenges 
brought on by COVID 19. A large number of 
these libraries, due to national legislation or 
institutional decision, had to close their 
doors and offer virtual services.
Academic libraries have been reinventing 
their services to meet the teaching, learning, 
and research needs.
Members of the IFLA Academic and 
Research Libraries Standing Committee 
(SC) will be sharing their institutional or 
national experiences during this COVID 19 
period.These presentations, together with 
the anticipated rich discussion emanating 
from the participation by the audience, will 
be captured and shared. During this 
pandemic period, collaboration should be 
the norm.
More details here
 
Open Access Scholarly 
Publishers Association 
Conference
When? 21 – 24 September 2020
Where?  Online
More details here
 
 
FROM HR
 
HR Division has been working with Colleges and 
Service Divisions towards implementation of a 
Centralised Training Register for all staff.
 
A working party represented by staff from across 
the University, has completed a governance 
framework which will provide all users with a 
standardised approach to establishing, 
administering and recording training for staff
 
HR Division will provide support to transfer 
training data currently recorded in spreadsheets 
into the HRMS.
 

ARDC
 
 
State of Open Data survey 
2020
Closes 23 Jul 2020
Read More

ANU Press and Open Access 
Publishing
 
SPARC: Landmark Analysis and the 
accompanying Roadmap for Action. 
SPARC released its comprehensive Landmark 
Analysis and the accompanying Roadmap for 
Action a 2020 Update to those documents and a 
new interactive website. The update examines the 
events of the past year, including the global 
COVID health and resulting economic crisis, and 
provides updates on its effects on the academic 
publishing market landscape and the status of the 
key companies involved.  It also highlights key 
trends in academic publishing market, including 
the deepening shift of major companies away from 
research publishing and towards research 
assessment, and the emergence of “Bigger Deals” 
linking content licensing to the purchase of data 
analytics services
.>> read more
 
FORCE11 Infrastructure Series. This 
series of monthly interviews is designed to shed 
light on how scholarly information is collected, 
distributed and used. The series explores a variety 
of topics related to infrastructure, such as 
preservation, search, and metadata and is for 
everyone with a stake in scholarly 
communications. This month, Jennifer Kemp of 
Crossref interviews Jill Claassen and Reggie Raju 
of the University of Cape Town libraries.
.>> read more
 
MIT Press withdraws from JSTOR. MIT 
Press is changing its distribution arrangements 
and will no longer participate in Books at JSTOR 
as of June 30, 2020. All MIT Press titles previously 
acquired by libraries will remain available to their 
users.
.>> read more
 
 
New titles:
 
 

Open Research
 
Open research outputs. This year the 
Digital Scholarship team have processed 2942 
new entries into Open Research Jan-Jun year 
compared with 1458 for the same period last year. 
This is a 101.78% increase.
There are 1762 titles awaiting checking and 
processing – with more coming in every day!
 

 2020 2019

% 
increas
e

Jan 557 50 1014.00
%

Feb 476 69 589.86%
Mar 395 165 139.39%
Apr 456 688 -33.72%
May 601 249 141.37%
Jun 457 237 92.83%
Total 2942 1458 101.78%

 
New in the repository
 

•  State fragility and international 
recognition

•  Historical thinking about human 
protection: Insights from Vattel

•  Hydrogenation of Phosphorus-Doped 
Polycrystalline Silicon Films for 
Passivating Contact Solar Cells

•  The Politics of Property: Gender, 
Land and Political Authority in 
Solomon Islands

•  Experimental realization of high 
dimensional synthetic lattices in 
planar photonic structures

 
 
Keeping up to date
 
How COVID-19 is Changing Research 
Culture: An interview with Daniel 
Hook, CEO of Digital Science. Some 
great theses about research and research 
communication following the release of report 
“How COVID-19 is Changing Research Culture“, 
authored by Simon Porter and Daniel Hook of 
Digital Science.
.>> read more
 
Student Experiences During the 
Pandemic Pivot. New from Ithaka S+R - a 
student survey was deployed it in partnership with 
21 colleges and universities across the US. The 
survey explored students’ curricular needs, safety 
and well-being, and intentions for returning in the 
fall. It also looked at the efficacy of institutional 
communications and support. Key findings:

•  students generally understood 
institutional policies related to the 
pandemic, but they wanted additional 
communication and support

•  In many cases, the most significant 
challenges that students faced during the 
spring semester were those they faced 
long before the pandemic, including 
balancing school, work, and home 
responsibilities.

•  Students found collaborative, technical, 
and specialized assignments to be the 
most difficult to complete.

•  Students lacked a sense of belonging 
and connection to others at their 
institution.

•  Concerns regarding physical and mental 
health—especially amongst historically 
underserved and marginalized student 
groups—were present for approximately 
half of students even while they reported 
high levels of awareness of how to be 
safe during the pandemic.

>> read more
 
Research data culture.

• Soo, Ai-Lin, Janke, Andrew, Betbeder-
Matibet, Luc, Francis, Rhys, Giugni, 
Stephen, & Quenette, Steve. (2020, June 
1). Research Data Culture Conversation - 
Paper 1 "A Summary of the Challenge". 
Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.
3887434

• Soo, Ai-Lin, Janke, Andrew, Betbeder-
Matibet, Luc, Francis, Rhys, Giugni, 
Stephen, & Quenette, Steve. (2020,

• June 1). Research Data Culture 
Conversation - Paper 2 "A Development 
Response". Zenodo. http://doi.org/
10.5281/zenodo.3887399

 
SDGs: EBLIDA and IFLA Approaches. 
The recording of this webinar is online. The 
speakers were Barbara Lison, IFLA President-
elect, Ton van Vlimmeren, EBLIDA President. It 
provides a useful context for libraries – there were 
a few technical difficulties at the beginning.
.>> read more
 
NISO: Open Discovery Initiative: 
Promoting Transparency in Discovery. 
NISO has released this revised version of this 
recommended practice guide - The updated 
Recommended Practice provides a more detailed 
treatment of Abstracting and Indexing (A&I) 
content products, and supports better metadata 
sharing (including information about open access 
material) and record display, as well as improved 
tracking of usage statistics and authentication 
mechanisms. It also includes advice on systems, 
training, and communication for libraries that 
configure and upgrade their discovery systems.
.>> read more
 
Digital Scholarship and the Future of 
the Book. Slides from the presentations are 
now online. Chaired by Charles Watkinson, 
Associate University Librarian for Publishing and 
Director of University of Michigan Press, 
presenters were Eleonora Gandolfi, Digital 
Scholarship Manager, University of Southampton; 
Marc Opper, Adjunct Assistant Professor of 
Political Science, Randolph-Macon College, 
Danielle Fosler-Lussier, Music Professor, The 
Ohio State University, Rachel Opitz, Lecturer in 
Spatial Archaeometry at the School of Humanities, 
University of Glasgow and Matthew Naglak, Digital 
Scholarship Librarian, Boston College. The 
recoding is also online.
.>> read more
 
Collaboration among Galleries, 
Libraries, Archives, Museums 
explored. Memory institutions are unique 
trusted stewards of time and have a critical role in 
this time. When humanity experiences a global 
event such as the current pandemic, our 
institutions are grounded in the moment, and in 
their role throughout history told and yet to come. 
The new issue of ARL’s Research Library Issues 
has three articles that reflect on the value of GLAM 
collaborations as well as the voices of institutional 
leaders looking at the opportunities for even 
greater collaboration as we work through history in 
the making.
.>> read more
 
Library buildings in Europe. Launched 
this week. For your imagination – only 4 libraries 
but no doubt more will come.  From LIBER.
.>> read more
 
HathiTrust. This quarter, after a competitive 
application process, the Nonprofit Finance Fund 
(NFF) invited HathiTrust to participate as one of 
six organizations in a three-year initiative, “Building 
Financial Resilience in the Digital Humanities.” 
Funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the 
program provides technical assistance to build 
capacity for more adaptable organizations that 
carry on the important work of developing, 
preserving, and disseminating scholarly work in 
the humanities. Other organizations in the cohort 
include the HBCU Library Alliance, Humanities 
Commons, Rhizome, Roy Rosenzweig Center for 
History and New Media (CHNM), South Asian 
American Digital Archive (SAADA). More 
information about the program is available on the 
NFF website: https://nff.org/news/nff-selects-
cohort-digital-humanities
.>> read more
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